Dec. 20, 2020
Dear parishioners,
We have been living in a very hard situation amidst the Covid-19 pandemic for around nine
months. Several kinds of restrictions limit our daily activities of life and especially liturgy and
worship. What can we read through such a horrible pandemic?
God talks to us not only through his words but also through signs. God is always
accompanying us in every circumstance of life on this earth. In spite of any conditions, we are
invited to rejoice always, pray unceasingly and give thanks to God as Saint Paul exhorts us in
1Thessalonians 5:16. This is because God has sent us his only begotten Son, who is Emmanuel.
It means that God is with us always in the person of His Son. Once again, St. Paul assures us,
“What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?” (Romans 8:31).
This year, in the exterior circumstances this Christmas celebration sounds a bit different
due to Covid-19 restrictions; however, the fire of the spirit of Christmas in each of us is still the
same. It is the most wonderful time of all because the Messiah and Emmanuel is with us and among
us. Historically, the incarnation of our Lord took place more than 2000 years ago; but this
incarnation should be made to happen again and again by us, in every moment of our lives.
On the occasion of Christmas of 2020 and New Year of 2021, on behalf of Pastoral Parish
Council and Parish Finance Council and myself, I wish that you and your families would have
plenty of pleasurable memories of joy, happiness and love in Jesus Christ, who is the Emmanuel,
and may God bless you and your families with a great year of 2021 with grace, blessings, good
health and prosperity!
In Christ,
Fr. Cuong Luong

